Tt was In tle dedr 1810 thet Behnpd Shsvles 0'Hall tmvelled by (izij

gen from Ialla to the Onpe of Good Hapao, somo years praeviously he hud

throush His conneetion with the British Army, left liie home in Belfast,
Trelend for Tnila, where he was stntionad ns wn officer in = Pritish Zagiment.
This regiment was later trannferred to the cope of Zood Pope and so 1t eume
ahout that Riehard Charles 0'Neil and hie wife (whose mmiden name wae LGuipley)
found thamselves bound for Lhe Cape.

Whilet on thls journay a pon was born to Richard Cherlaes (Neil and hia
wife. This son was named John Jumes 0'Neil. The two slder chlldren ﬁf
Rlehard Charles 0'Heil, a boy - Patriek, and & glrl - Dridget, did notu:ﬂ
sccompany their parents to India or to the Cape of (nod Rope, but remained
in Treland,

The regimont to which O'Neil was attached, after remuinizg 8t the Cape
for a period, wns disbunded, and its members wore given the option of either
returning to their homes in Ireland and ngland or remaining in South Afriea,
Richurd Charlea 0'Neil decided to remain at the Uape of Cood Hope with his
wife und emall aon, and this, according to records and informution availahle,
ls the first O0'Nell family to smettle in South Africa.

Whilet 0'Neil resided at the Cape two further sons were born - Riohswd
Charles (nsmed after the father) and Morria Peter Juiglay. Shortly after
the birth of the younpest son, O'Neil decided to 7o North with his wife and
threa sons, He pionsernd into the interior - through the Cape Colony, Ornngs
Free State and Natsl where he acquired farms adjoining Majuba Hi1l, In this
distrdet he settled, and in due courss his two sons John James and Hichard
Charles married Colonial women, but Morris Fater wulgley, the voungest son,
remuined a bachelor,

In 1872 John James 0'Neil,(who was born ai ses end who hed by this tims
s number of children, one of whom 18 the writer of this article) decided to po
8till further Nerth, and ultimately, ufter trekking through country which was
teemsd with game, including lione, leopards and Jackala, he gattled in the
Bastern Transvaal,
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One of the farms adjoining ¥ajuba Hi11l 4n Matal wes named Balfagt '1
" 4% i e el e death of Richurd Charles 0'Meil (the first 0'Neil g
gsettle in South Africa) and thui of Wis wife occurred, In his W11 Wiechard
Charlas 0'Nell entallsd the farm Belfaat in the male line,

Tha other farm which i= of Historiesl importance 1ies on tha Hatel side
of Majuba Hill and was nomed Meunt Irospact, ATver the desth of Tiehard
Charles 0'Neil, senlor, the vwnarahip of Mount Proapsct wns vested in his son,
aloo Richard Charles, in whose house and in whose presence the Psace Trenty
ef one of the South African wars was signed. (The war of 1880 ~ 1 hetween
the Trunsvasl Republic snd 4the DBritish Government), The Presldent of the
Tronavaal Republie (the late President Paul Kruger) and hia exscutive, and
the Governor of Natal (the Iate Sir Lienal Wood) topether with his staff wers
actually present in the farmhousse at Mount FProspoet when peace was dincussad
and ths Treaty sizned. The writer whe had treklked up into the Fastern
Transvaal with his parents was then 1% years of age.

Meanwhile John James 0'Neil and his family hed thoroughly established

themselves in the Esastern Transvanl whera several farms had been mcquired
by John James 0'Neil, Of this mrriage there were elght sons among whom wers

“dchurd dharles (namsd after the prandfather who came from Belfast, Ireland,

via Indin), Owen Rows, Morris PFetary Quigley (the writer of this article - and

who wag named after the previous 0O'Nell with the same name, that is, his uncle)
and Patrick.

John James O'Neil (who was born at sea) died on his farm Klipfontein in
the Eastern Trunavaal during 1880 but his sons who had settled in the seme ares
remained in the distriet. As time went n;}tha district surrounding the
O'Neil's farms grew more and more poprlar from an agricultural point of view
with the result that thers was a steady increass in the number of families whe
settled In that ares, |

The eldest son of John James O'Neil was Richard Charles. Owing to the
steady increase in tha farming community in that district Richard Charlea 0'Neil
on the instigation of the surrounding settlers and farmers approached the
Government of the Tranavmal Province with the view to obtaining permission to
form & swwmwitx township, This permission was granted and in 16889 the farm

[ITWEEFONTEIN", at that tims owned by Richard Charles O'Neil, waa surveyed and
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rles O'Neil o name the towmahip end he declded to eall the place "Belfast®

view of the fact that his prandfather, the riret O0'Neil to settle in

/th Africa, was born in Belfast Ireland. Duripg 1902, that is just alfter

y Boer Wer, Belfast was declared a Munieipality and Morris FPeter Juigley O'Nall

Richard Charles O'Neil, the founder of Belfest, was nominated

a brotler of

i accepted as the first Meyor. This positlion was, however, declined by OtNeil

of the town.

PMEG
of Messra. W, Honnaly, TSR, 0'Neil,

+ a eertain Mr, Willlam Hanral, became the flrst Mayor

Tha first town pouncil consisted

> orge Rall, 2. Tingboergen and J. Vermootlem.

Morrls Peter Quipley 0*'Neil laft Pelfagt during 1918 to take up

sidence on the Witwatersrand where he still resides, whilat his elder

‘other Richard chs.aﬂaalramained in Belfast whers he died during 1982,
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